L. S. FORRER LTD. 

175 PICCADILLY 
LONDON, W.l 


9th ITovember, 195^- 


Hr, Eric P. UeY/man. 

^j-00 Wasihington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

HISSOURI. U. S, A . 


Dear Eric, 


Following on ray last letter, I have now 
heard from the Public Record Office, who v;rlte to 
say:- 

"There is a letter from the 
Treasury to the Officers of the Hint 
dated I 3 August I 688 relating to the 
mlntlng'^of the farthing of the value 
of one twenty fourth Real for use in 
the plantations, entered in the 
Treasury, Out-letter Book (T.27/11 
page ^ 24 ). 


I am ordering a negative photostat, 
which I imagine v/ill suit your purpose, and Y;ill send 
it along as soon as I receive it. They point out 
that there is a delay of about 3 weeks in the execution 
of these orders. 


Kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

- 

(L.S. forber ). 

Director. 


COINS 


MEDALS 


NUMISMATIC BOOKS 






Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co,, Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


January 3, 1955^ 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
64^0 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo, 

Dear Eric: 

After a long delay, I finally have gotten around to answering 
your letter of December 17th. I appreciate very much the photographs 
of the Mehl Confederatio, and would very much appreciate a duplicate 
pair of prints together with the weight of the piece in either grains 
or grams. 

I disagree with you and think that the photograph is quite good. 

We sold Putter the Carolina token with the gilt. It did not particularly 
appeal to me when I nicked it out of the Brand Collection, and of course, 
Mehl’s catalog comments about the New York Club "experts” is pure hog- 
wash; (if there is an expert on this series in the New York Numismatic 
Club'', it is a great surprise to me), 

\ The plantation token restrike is listed in the Sta ndar d Catalog, 

as based on information from various and sundry sources^ -this piece 

restruck in the late 19th Century from tha unused original dies, badly 
broken on the right side of the obverse. I think that Lincoln of London 
manoeuvered a deal but I am not sure. Restrikes from different dies are 
nothing new. I refer you' to the 1783 Washington draped bust cents (Lincoln, 
circa 1859-60), and the Copper Company of upper Canada half penny dated 
1794, (the restrikes being from entirely different dies than the original). 

You are doing awfully well with your photography, it seems to me 
but we have nothing to send you at the moment. Will write you further 
just as soon as things simmer down at this end. 

Very best personal regards, and very best wishes for the new 
year in which all join. 


JJF:dn 



Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 











St. Louis 


Missouri 


January 7, 19^5 


B, A. Se)by Limited 
65 Great Portland Street 
London W 1, England 

Gentlemen: 

I have begun to collect the die varieties of the 
tin or pewter piece of James II with the denomin¬ 
ation l/2h real and am wondering if you have any 
of these coins in stock. Some of these were re- 
strikes, possibly by Lincoln, many years ago, 
and you may feel free to send me restrikes as well 
as originals. Some are also known in copper and 
I would be interested in these types also. 

I would appreciate, also, any information which 
you have concerning who might have made the re- 
strikes • 

I do not believe that you know me, but I am a 
good friend of Wayte Raymond and was a very close 
friend of Mr. B. G. Johnson prior to his death. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

I 4 OO Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 


January 7, 1955 


Mr. H. J. Stride, General Clerk 
The Mint 
London, England 

Dear Mr* Stride: 

I have been successful in finding the authorization 
for the tin l/2ii real issued under James II in 1688 
by the London Mint. It has been located in the 
Treasury out-letter book, tome 27-11, page ii2li* It 
shows that the coin was intended for the British 
colonies which used Spanish colonial money. 

I have noticed several die varieties of this coin 
and would like to ask you a few questions with 
respect to it.,..* Does the mint collection have 
any of the dies remaining? Do you know who made 
modern restrikes of this piece? Do you have any of 
thesd pieces in copper? Do you know anything about 
Richard Holt, who, apparently, was in charge of 
minting these pieces? 

The authority for this piece as well as information 
concerning the piece has never been known in American 
Numismatics and I am going to publish an article on 
it. Any information which you might have with re¬ 
spect to it would be most appreciated* It is not 
a particularly rare piece but is interesting. 

If you would like a copy of the out-letter book 
text I will be glad to send it to you. 

Thank you, very much, for your cooperation* 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

UOO Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 
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B. A. SEABY, LTD. 



COINS AND MEDALS 
NUMISMATIC PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS 


TELEPHONES; LANGHAM 3677 a 4160. 
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N.B.—For sale against cash only. The property in the above goods is not to pass until cash is paid for same. 
Please enclose this invoice when remitting. 



















January 2$, 1955 


Mr* Elston Q. Bradfield^ editort liumisaatist 
Box 3191 

Chicago Shp Illinois 
Dear Hr. Brad fie Id: 

While I know Kr. Mosher, I have not tne opportunity 

of meeting you. 

I have written and enclose herewith for proposed pub¬ 
lication in the Nunismatist, an article yitii respect 
to the tin plantation token of James II about which, 

1 believe, I have discovered the first historic evi¬ 
dence. I am aXeo enclosing photographs which should 
accompany the article. If you are interested In using 
it would you be kind enough to let me know for what 
issue you plan its publication. If you are not interested 
in publication of it, there is no harm done and I would 
appreciate its return. 

I have a few other articles which are ready for pub¬ 
lication and some of them, perhaps, should be placed 
in the Humismatlst. 

If you would like further material I will be more than 
glad to cooperate with you. 


Very truly yours. 


EEIC P.NEWHAM 
A.if.A.U622: 


EPH/atb 


THE NUMISMATIST 

official Maga^ine of iLe 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

ELSTON G. BRy\DFIELD, Editor 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


January ^0, 1P55 


]\'^r. Eric P. T'leTOian 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

kOO '^.^ashinp:ton Ave, 

St Louis, Po. 


Dear hr. Newman: 


I hasten to acknowledee receipt 
of vour very fine study on the American plantation 
l/Pil-th real. It is a ,^reat pleasure to receive 
such a well prepared and worthwhile contribution 
to American numismatics. I am. oleased to accept 
it for publication in The NumisTngtist at an early 
date. The documentary evidence you brin?^ to light 
should go a Ions: way toward clarifying this to>en’s 
history and should stir some interest in colonial 
numismatics. 


I would, indeed, be very happy to 
see the other articles you have prepared and will 
give them every consideration for possible use in 
our magazine. Please send them to'me at your earliest 
conve'^’ience. 

May I ask you to do me a favor? ''.^ill 
you please send me a paragraph or two containing 
oiographical facts on yourself, your numismatic 
specialties, and newsworthy highlights of eit'-er 
numismatic or other events in your life? I wish to 
institute a feature t^^at will Introduce Numismatist 
contributors to our readers, for I feel They would 
like to know something about the men who are writing 
for us. Also, I believe numismatic authors do not 
receive as much recognition as thev should and I'd 
like to do something to change that situation. 

’’ith kindest personal regards and 
in anticipation of additional articles, I am 

Cordially yours 





February 1, 1955 


Mr* Elston 0. Bradfield, Editor 
The Numismatist 
P.O.Box 3U91 
Chicago Illinois 

Dear Mr. ^radftolds 

Your letter of January 30, 1955 indicating you would like 
to publish my article on the American Plantation l/2i»th 
Real, is acknowledged. I have improved the article slightly 
and enclose herewith a revised text and would appreciate 
it if you would return the text I submitted. 

X have available an article on the colonial coinage of 
Virginia giving its history, new documentary evidence and 
a study of die varieties. It would probably have to be 
broken up into two or three sections. At first I felt this 
should be published by the American Numismatic Society but 
now I feel it should be separately published. 

As to biographical material, I have very little to be modest 
about. I have collected American coins, tokens and paper 
money of all types for 33 years, beginning at the age of 10* 
My most important numismatic published writings have been 
"Continental Currency Coinage" and "Varieties of the Fu^io 
Cent" both of which were published in the Coin Collectors^ 
Journal* I learned much in numismatics from the late 
B, G. Johnson. I was born in 1911, in St. Louis, Missouri, 
graduated as an engineer at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, graduated as a lawyer at Washington University, 
and am now Secretary of Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., which 
operates shoe stores. 

You indicated that authors do not receive recognition and 
X am sincere when I say that I don’t expect any. 


Page 2 

Mr. Elston 0, Bradfield, Editor 
Chicago Illinois 


February 1, 195$ 


I have a large book in process on the American copper coin¬ 
age from 1776 through 1789* 

Please don't bore anybody with matters concerning me unless 
you do it for all those who have written for the magasine. 

When the item does come out I would like at least 25 reprints 
to send to the parties who have been helpful to me. 

Looking forward to meeting you at any convenient time, lam 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NSkMAN 


EPR/atb 


February 16,1955 


Elston G. Bradfield, Editor 
Post Office Box 3491 
Chicago 54, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Bradfield: 

riith respect to my study of the American 
Plantation token %fhich I turned in for oub- 
lication, I have been fortunate enough to 
be able to add and clarify the article vdilch 
I turned in. If it is not too late, \d.ll 
you be kind enough to return my text to nm 
as promptly as possible and I will have it 
back within two days. 

Tou have tv^ separate drafts of the doc»ur.Hjnt 
and if you return both of then I vrill be able 
to piece together the nevf one very simply. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAH 


E?H/atb 


THE NUMISMATIST 

official Magazine of tke 

AxMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

ELSTON G. BRADEIELD, EJiior 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


February I 7 , 1^55 


\'r. Eric F. Newman 
I 4 .OO '%shinfyton Ave. 
St, Louis, L:o. 


De ar ^ r. A ewman: 


This will acknowlei^e receint of the 
revised text of the nlantation tokens article. Since 
printers do not like to work from carbon conies, which 
smudge and become unreadable quickly, I transferred 
the changes to the original. T am returning herewith 
the carbon. 


I hops I may have the opnortunity of 
vonsiderine your article on Vireinia colonial coinaee 
for Numismatist publication. If the length requires 
it, we can run it in installments. 

The matter of reprints, overruns or 
extra copies is teVen care of hi’- t^e General Secretary, 
since he is in the same city as the printers. May I 
sugpiest that you drop him (Lewis Reap:an, P.O.Box 577> 
7ichita, Pans.) a note about them? I receive a sm.ali 
supply of each issue, but only enouq:h for a couple of 
copies to each contributor. 

■Sith kindest rep^ards, I am 


Sincerely 




THE NUMISMATIST 

official Magazine of tke 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, EJitor 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


February 21, 1955 

Mr, Eric P, ^ewman 
400 Washington Ave, 

St, Louis, Mo. 


Dear Mr, Newman: 


In accordance with your request 
of February 16, I am enclosing the original draft 
(as amended) of your article on the plantation 
token. After you have made whatever additions or 
corrections you wish, you can return it to me for 
publication. I have already prepared cuts for the 
illustrations. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely yours 

IC A(A 


THE FIRST DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 
OF THE 

AMERICAN COLONIAL TIN 1/2UTH REAL 
by 

Eric P.Newman, St, Louis,Mo* 


The excitement of opening the door to the history 
of an early American coin is one of the real satisfactions 
which can come to a collector, I have been fortunate to locate 
what appears to be the first historic information with respect 
to the tin l/2Uth real token issued during the reign of James 
II of England, Up to the present the origin, the date of issue 
and the intended use have been matters of supposition and the 
coins themselves were the only basis for speculative conclus¬ 
ions, Crosby (p*3U8) merely mentions the coin without even 
describing or picturing it. Modern coin catalogues list it 
under Florida, but speculate about its attribution® 

Tin as a basis for English coinage was proposed about 
1679 because its market price had fallen abruptly. Due to poli¬ 
tical pressure from the tin miners of Cornwall and Devon as 
well as the Crown's need for revenue from operations of the tin 
mining industry, tin farthings with a square copper plug were 
coined under the authority of Charles II in 168U instead of 
copper. Halfpence and farthings of the same type dated 1685, 
1686 and 1687 were coined by James II, After James II fled in 
December 1688 English tin coinage was not resumed under William 
and Mary until 1690, 

In the Out-letter Book of the Treasury, Tome 27/11, 
page U2i4, the following copy of a letter written on August 13, 
1688 at Windsor Castle by Henry Guy, Secretary to James II, 
is preserved: 


facilities of the royal mint, since the charges for dies and 
coinage conform to those customarily made by the mint to other 
franchise holders* 

The meaning of plantations as used in the document 

could only mean plantations in America because English colonies 

in the Eastern hemisphere did not customarily use Spanish money 

The English plantations in America at that time included ,^New 

England, New lork. East and West Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia 
Bermuda), 

Carolina,/Jamaica,Barbados and a group of smaller islands in 

/til-i. >'U 

the West Indies* Florida, not^being English, was definitely 
not included in the area for intended circulat^ion. What part 
of Awpi'ica was intended requires ^in analysis of the monetary 
oofiditions then existing* 





In ascertaining the meaning of the word"plantations," it must be 
noted that all English colonies in America and elsewhere were referred 
to in England as "plantations" regardless of t>^e mature of t^eir 
agricultural operations. A'hen we find that the colonies then held by 
England in the eastern hemisphere did not customarily circulate or base 
their values on Spanish money we must conclude that the American plantations 
are being referred to. The English plantations in America at that time 
included Newfoundland, New England, New York, East and West Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Carolina, Bermuda, Jamaica, Barbados and a group 
of smaller islands in the ■'^■est Indies. Florida, not then being English, 
was definitely not included in the area for intended circulation, jfx ^Vhat 
part of America was intended requires an analysis of the monetary conditions 
then existing. 

In the seventeenth century the balance of trade in ^ - 

cS C 

favor of England eliminated^English coin from circulation in 
the colonies. Money of account in English denominations was 
used primarily in adjusting local barter transactions but in 
commercial trade Spanish colonial pieces of eight reals were 
the basis of values and calculations. After the end of its 
own mint operations in 1682 Massachusetts Bay established 
the Piece of Eight as current money of New England (Crosby po85) 
and its own silver because of its short weight was being valued 
on Spanish standards. In Virginia beginning in l6h$ the Spanish 
piece of eight was designated by law as the standard of cur¬ 
rency. Similar economic practices existed in other English 
colonies in North America because no supply of other accept¬ 
able currency was available and no colonial paper money had 
then been issued. With respect to small coin the North American 
colonies were in 1688 refusing to accept English^ and ^l^ i shji^ ken 
money because of its lack of intrinsic value. 

In those British West Indies which were originally 




settled by the English, such as Barbados, the use of the Piece 
of^Eight was standard even though there was an English money 


of account. In Jamaica whidh was taken from the Spanish by the 
English in 16^5 monetary practices by 1688 were similar to 
those of the other nearby English possessions, disrupted to 
some extent by an oversupply of Spanish coin seized by pri¬ 
vateers openly operating out of Port Royal. It can therefore 
be said that ii/Tll English plantations in America ther^ were 
then accepting only Spanish coin and money valued in Spanish 
coin. This is further confirmed by an important omission in 
the foregoing letter. If the tin l/2hth real pieces had been 
intended^for the British West Indies possessions and not the 
North Ame^ean^-^lo^nle s ^ then the reference to the conven¬ 
ience of use in the European dominions would have certainly 


included 


pos-s^-S-s4,o»«^as the latter were con¬ 


stantly pleading for relief from lack of small change . of honest 
value and were known to be currently using^pahis h^c oin». ^ 

respect to monetary regulations for the colonies in 

America, we find that the subsequent proclamation of Queen 

Anne (Crosby p. II 7 ) and its , enac-tfe^^^ law in I 7 O 7 attempted, to keep! 


^ English'.money of account froni ksa^ being degraded principally by’Spanish 
colonial coin'in all EnjyTisb/ colonies irt feerica. Likewise the Rosa 
1 Americana cpinaj?e franchise of \1?2 an-nlied to all "islands, dominions ' 

!' and territories in America." _ 

Tlic reference to tl l/lllth real as a farthing is de¬ 
ceptive because the coins are the same weight and almost the 
same diameter as the English halfpenny of James II. In order 
to enable these tin pieces to circulate for a farthing in money 
of account it was necessary that their weight be far in excess 
of that used for English coin. The piece of eight was worth 
much more than L shillings in America as the 6 pence per real 
value set forth in the letter was not "realistic”. The size 
of the tin piece, therefore, was to endeavor to have it pass 
for l/2Ath realo 


-it- 





The specimens of this coinage which I have examined 
weigh between lUO and 150 grains. In looking at only a few 
pieces I have found three different obverse dies and four 
different reverse dies. Some obverses have HIB for Ireland in 
the legend and another has HB. The position of T;he king’s 
head relative to the lettering varies in each obverse. On the 
reverses I have found variations principally in the size of 
the fleursde lis and the lions and with the number of harp 
strings varying from 6 to 11. On one reverse the U in 2U is 
turned 90® to the right, thus I welcome the opportunity 

to examine additional specimens of these coins so that I may 
make a table of die varieties. 

There are re strikes of these pieces from original 
dies attributed to Lincoln of London. They are generally very 
black in color and are sometimes found without the proper edge 
design of a single band of dots between parallel lines. The 
restrikes are often but not always from an obverse die which 
is broken along a line under ET and extending to the borders. 

No evidence as to where and to what extent any of 
these American Plantation tokens circulated has come to my 
attention as yet. Now that we know what they are other facts 
as to their use are bound to come to light. The writer is grate¬ 
ful to Leonard S, Forrer for his assistance in helping to locab 
one of the most welcome numismatic excerpts from the English 
re cords. 
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Fabruary 22, 1955 


Hr* Elston 0« Bradfleld, Editor 
Post Office Box 3li91 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr* Bradfields 

I am returning herewith the revised article I sub¬ 
mitted to you on the American Colonial Pewter 
l/2bth Real* This incorporates eoiae additional 
data which X was fortunate enough to obtain* X 
would apr:>reelate knowing what month you plan to 
use it* 

My reason for requesting the information as to 
when it will run is so that I can write a timely 
letter to the general secretary so that extra 
copies can be printed* 

I will appreciate your cooperation and if you care 
to have the page proofs submitted to me for proof¬ 
reading, X will be glad to do so* 

Kindest regards* 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC F. NEWHAK 


SPN/atb 


THE NUMISMATIST 

OKicJal Magazine of tlie 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

KLSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editor 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


Faroh 1, 1955 


Fr. Epio P. ’'■'ewnian 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

ll-OO v'lashington Ave. 

St. Louis, Fo. 


Dear Fr. Newman; 


This will acknowledge receipt of 
the revised version of your manuscript. I am glad 
you obtained the new material so it could be incorpor¬ 
ated^ in the body of t’^e original article rather than 
published subsequently as an addendum. 


I have made a note to advise you in 
advance of publication so you can arrange with I'r. 

Reagan for added copies. I am always planning ahead 
by several issues, so I cannot tell you at this time 
just what the date will be. As I indicated in my last 
letter, the cuts are already prepared. 

Fith kindest regards and much appreciation 
for your cooperation, I am ' 

Sincerely yours 


t 

I 

I 

I 

1 




Mr . ,E . ..P. New^n. 


4.Q0. 


S t . LQuifl..,.2..Mi s s ou 
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B. A. SEABY LTD. 


65. GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 


LONDON, W.l. 


IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED THIS LETTER 
MAY BE SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL 

























CABLES: NUMISMATIC. LONDON. 


B. A. SEABY LTD. 


65. GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 



COINS AND MEDALS. 


LONDON, W,l. 


NUMISMATIC PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS. 


INSURANCES EFFECTED, 


ENGLAND. 


Mr. E. P. Newman, 

400 Washington Avenue, 

St. Louis 2, Missouri, U.S.A< 


3rd March, 1955 • 


Dear Sir, 

We thank you for your letter and cheque, the receipt for which 
has been sent under separate cover. 

Concerning the plantation pieces we do not think that the ones 
we sent you are restrikes made by Lincoln, because they were 
duplicates of the ones in the Ashmolean Ji^useim, and the lead 
carbonization shows that they had been in their drawers for a very 
long time. 

We very much regret that we cannot help you in explaining 
this question of Lincoln restrikes, because our firm was only 
founded in I 926 and we have no catalogues of this firm from 
1880 to 1910 . We are sending off today our last plantation token, 
the obverse is a very nice one but the reverse is slightly lead 
carbonized. 


Yours faithfully. 

For B. A. SEABY LTD, 



EG jsmt 


3 3 (-.3 3 


B. A. SEABY, LTD. 

{ H. A. SEABY. 

E. A. E. PORTER. 

MAJOR H. C. V. PORTER. O.B.E. 

P. J. SEABY. 
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ES. 


Telephone: ROYAL 1351, 



ROYAL MINT, 

LONDON, E.C.3. 


YOUR REFERENCE 


MINT REFERENCE 


9921/55 


23rd March, 1955* 


Dear Itr, Neuman, 

Mr, Stride has asked me to reply to your letter of the 
7th January, about real pieces. 

There are no dies of these pieces nor, any specimens of the 
copper pieces in the Royal Mint Museiaii, I am soz’iy also that 
it has not been possible to obtain any information about the 
maker of the modern restrikes or about Richard Holt, 


Yours sincerely, 



Eric P, Nevsman, Esq, 


400 Yfeshington Avenue, 

St, Louis 2, l.Iissouil, 

U.S.A. 





March 2*>, 


Hr«EXaton G« Bradfield 
tertismatiat 

American Sumisaatic Association 
?, 0. Box 3h91 
Chicago $li, lilinoie 

Bear Hr«Bradfield $ 

You have ray article on the pewter halipence of Jainea 
II awaiting publicatim and in view of the fact that 
I sent the article to a few friends of mine who 
could be helpful, I have revised pages 5 and 6 and 
have added new pa^^es 7 and 3 and enclose the sa*&e« 
Please throw away the present pages 5 and 6. 

You were going to let m know when this was go-ng 
to be published as I would like to chock tlie proof 
and arrange for extra copies. 

Thank you for your helpfulness. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPS/atb 


CABLES: NUMISMATIC. LONDON. 


B. A. SEABY LTD. 


65. GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 



COINS AND MEDALS. 


LONDON. W. 


NUMISMATIC PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS. 


INSURANCES EFFECTED. 


ENGLAND. 


Mr. E. P. Newman, 

400 Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis, 2, Missouri 

U.S.A. 


1st April, 1955 


Dear Sir, 

We thank you for your letter of 21st March. We realise 
that the condition of the James II Plantation piece was not 
very good and priced it accordingly. We are afraid that we 
cannot find out more for you as to whether these coins were 
restruck, but perhaps it would be a good idea for you to 
write to Mr. Walker, Keeper of the Coin Department, British 
Museum, W.C.I., and he might be able to tell you more about 
it. We will try to get the other coins you are interested in. 


Yours faithfully. 
For B. A. SEABY LTD 


! 

I 

I 

i 




Mr. E. P, Newmarij 

400 Washington Avenue, 

St . Louis, 2 ,, Missouri, 

.U..S„,. A.. 


-Second fold here-^ 

B. A. SEABY LTD. 

65, GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 
LONDON, W.1. 


IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED THIS LETTER 
MAY BE SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL 
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THE NUMISMATIST 

official Magazine of tke 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, EJitor 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


April 12, 1955 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 

400 Washington Ave. 

St, Louis 2, Mo, 


Dear Mr, Newman: 

My apologies for the long delay in 
acknowledging your letter of March 25 with enclosure 
on the plantation 1/24 real. I will substitute the 
pages you suggest and add pages 7 and 

I will be pleased to advise you ahead 
of publication but because of the way The Numismatist 
is handled, it will not be feasible for me to submit 
proofs to you in advance. Under our system, I copy- 
read and edit a ms,, send it to the printer in Wichita, 
who returns galley proofs from which I dummy-up the 
magazine. The paste-up is then fired back to the printer 
within 36 to 4^ hours, leaving no time for proofs to be 
sent to authors. We are fortunate, however, i^ that 
our printer makes few errors and most of those that do 
get by are caught by me when reading the galleys before 
make-up, so you have little to fear as to the accuracy 
of your article. In editing, I may change the copy 
occasionally in the interests of style,syntax or clarity, 
but I doubt if there will be much of this to do on your 
manuscript. If any major changes seem advisable, I shall 
advise you accordingly. 

As I mentioned in an earlier letter, I 
have prepared halftones and will run your article at 
the earliest possible date. With appreciation of your 
help and kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours 



CABLES; NUMISMATIC. LONDON. 


B. A. SEABY LTD, 


65, GREAT PORTLAND STREET. 



COINS AND 


LONDON. W.1 


NUMISMATIC PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS. 


INSURANCES EFFECTED. 


ENGLAND. 


Fj?. E. P. Newman, 

400 Washington Avenue, 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc., 

St. Louis 2, Mo., N.S.A. 5th May, 1955» 

Bear Sir, 

Thank you for your letter of 22nd April with the enclosed 
plantation piece returned to us. We still do not agree that this 
is a restrike as we do not think that it would be possible for a 
restrike that was .struck say, ten or twenty years ago to have such a 
large amount of corrosion on it. 

We very much regret that we are unable to put you in touch 
with any other numismatist who might be able to give you a definite 
ruling on the subject of the originals and restrikes of these pieces. 


Yours faithfully. 

For B. A. SEABY LTD. 


t 

K i 
S i 

I • 

I 


3>n mb 

')) 


Mr. . E. . P, . Newman, . 

. ,4.Q.Q . Washln/?ton Avenue. 

.... Mlson..Brother..s..gi..Qxe^.Iris^ 

.... Si. . T.nn-is Mn-j TT 
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Sender’s name and address:. B . A. S EABY LTD. . _ 

.. _ 65. GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 

LONDON, W.1. 


IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED THIS LETTER 
MAY BE SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL 
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Hr* Hlstort 0* 8r«dlfield» ii^ltor 
7h« MuinismAtiat 
P» 0 * Box ^h91 
Chleaf^o Illinois 

Donr Kr* Bradfiold* 

Tott Hill rocall that you haro lay article ontitlad 
First Doouasntary Evidcaeo of the Aiaorlcan ColoniaX 
Potfter l/alith Boal*** 

X ATi going to Kurope in XO days and Rarely wanted vo 
know if the data of Ito publioation was definite as 
yet as I do not wish to alsa the opportunity to order 
sons additional copies of those pa^es constituting 
that article* 

Mould you bo kind enough to let me know^ promptly^ 
whether a publication date haa bean arranged and 
send me the name of the printer to contact* 

X hesitate to bother you with this Itesi but would 
appreeiate it if you would advise me* 


Sincerely yaure* 


EPS/atb 


THE NUMISMATIST 

official Magazine of tke 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editor 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


June 25, 1955 


Mr. Eric P. Nevraian, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo, 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Just finished the final makeup 
of the July issue and will air mail it to the 
printer within the hour. I am happy to say that 
we are carrying your article in that issue on page 
713 . Your story occupies about four and a third 
pages, including the two cuts and the table. I 
have advised Mr. Reagan that you will probably want 
reprints and suggest that you get in touch with him 
(P.O.Box 577, Wichita, Kans.) on the matter. The 
printer is McCormick-Armstrong Co., 1501 E. Douglas, 
Wichita, Kans. 


It has been a pleasure to publish 
your paper and I hope we may have another in the 
not too distant future. Your co-operation and help 
are appreciated. 


With kindest personal regards and best 
wishes for a good trip, I am 


Sincerely yours 


June 23, 19^5 


Mr* Oonald Reagan 
P. 0*Bpx 577 
Wlohlta, Kansas 

Dear Mr* Reagans 

In the forthcoming July issue of the Numismatist 
is an article I wrote entitled "The First Docu¬ 
mentary Evidence of the American Colonial Pewter 
l/2lth Real". 

Mr. Bradfield advised you that I would probably 
want reprints. My thought is that if you could 
run 100 extra impressions of those particular 
pages on which the article is printed, that would 
serve my purpose and if there is any cost in 
connection with it I will reimburse you* Please 
handle it as you think best as I will be away on 
vacation* 

I sincerely appreciate your cooperation* 


Very truly yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


SPN/atb 


June 30, 1955 


Mr. Lewis Reagan 
P. 0. Box 577 
Wlohita^ Kansas 

Dear Mr. Reagan: 

When I wrote you a day or so ago I got your 
first name wrong, for which I apologise. 
Nevertheless, I am sure you will have no 
difficulty in having 100 extra sheets con¬ 
taining my article run off. 

I would also like i: extra copies of the July 
Numismatist and would appreciate it if you 
will send them to me . I am enclosing a check 
to cover the extra Numismatists. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 


Sincerely yours. 


EFN/atb 



AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 

LEWIS M. REAGAN, General Secretary 
P. O. Box 577 
WICHITA 1, KANSAS 


July 29 1955 


Mr Eric P Newman. 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5, Mo 


Dear Mr Newman, 

I have been advised by our printers that the reprints 
of your article, that you had requested, have been shipped, I hope 
that the job is entirely satisfactory to you. 

In accordance with our usual policy, the ANA will pay a part of the 
cost of these,.,in this case about 50^. If you feel so inclined, 
the inclosed statement will suggest the amount that will be accepted 
from you toward the payment of this invoice* 

Cordially yours. 


General Secretary 


/TO/ T 

/ /r^ , _ 


A/ /) 7 



/o'? o o 



August 16, 19^5 


Hr,W* 0* Arnold 
UlO South VirginJ 
Belleville, Illir 



Dear Kr, Arnold* 

The last tlae I saw you, you indicated that you 
did not care, particularly, about die varieties 
of your James II l/22jth real a:id you proiaised me 
that I could exchange yours for one which I might 
succeed in obtaining* I would vary much appreciate 
that cooperation and am enclosing herewith an 
uncirculated specizaen which I was very fortunate 
to obtain and hope you cah send me yours in ex¬ 
change* I had several badly worn specimens to 
exchange but did not wish to do so until I got 
one that was in condition comparable to the one 
you have * 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPK/atb 


August 22, 19 $$ 


Kr. Richard 0. Kenney 
C/o James, Incorporated 
300 West Main S reot 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Kenneyt 

As soon as we meet I will call you by your first name but 
not before. 

I read with great interest your article in the July Scrap¬ 
book in view of the fact that I have a problem which I have 
been unable to solve* 

In the July issue of the Munisraatist, I wrote an article on the 
l/Rhth real pewter pieces, after having done a great deal of 
research on them. I have just returned from England, where I 
did some further research. I am enclosing two reprints of 
this article for your convenience. 

I am wondering if you have any information on the restriking 
of these pieces. I searched everywhere I could to try to find 
something which would indicate the source and the period of 
the restrikes. I assume they are restoikes rather than the 
discovei^y of a new hoard because of the copper re strike which 
is in the collection of A.N.S. in New Tork. The copper restrike 
has a smooth, perfect edge while all the coins in pewter, whether 
original or alleged restrikes,have a dotted edge which was 
rolled on before striking. I have six different die varieties 
in my own colls ction and am quite befuddled because several 
of the coins from different dies have the sas^ general appear¬ 
ance and it would not seem likely that a restriker would use 
a number of different dies. The pewter out of which these 
coins were made varies in the amount of lead and as a result 
some coins are very disintegrated and others are lovely. I do 


August 22, 1955 
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Hr* Richard D. Kenney 
Louisville, Kentucky 


wish you would check the information you have and see when 
there was a burst of selling of these coina In the catalogues 
or lists and also If you know of any suggestions to solve my 
problem* 

If you feel it would be of value to you to examine ay group 
of coins I will be glad to send them to you* It just bothers 
me to be faced with a problem of this nature and not to be 
able to solve it* 

Kindest regards* 


Sincere ly. 


ERIC f. NISWMAN 


BPM/atb 


August 26, 1955 


Department of Coins and Medals 
British Museum 
London, England 

Gentlement 

I wish to thank you for your kindness in permitting me to 
examine and make notes of the coins of Colonial America 
which you have in your collection. It was most enjoyable 
and I particularly enjoyed the opportunity of talking with 
the members of the staff. 

You will recall that one of the questions I wanted inform¬ 
ation on was the matter of the restriking of the James II 
l/ 2 l 4 th real and T am looking forward to receiving any inform¬ 
ation you have as to who did the restriking, when the coins 
were restruck, and how the restrikes should be distinguished 
from the genuine coins. 

I had just written an article on the subject which accurately 
dates the coins and it gives some of the information con¬ 
cerning them but the portion with respect to the restrlkes 
is as noncommital as anything I have ever written. X am 
enclosing two reprints of my article for your convenience. 

I would very much appreciate any information you have on the 
subject of re striking since several of the coins in yoiJr 
trays are marked restrikes. I would also be interested in 
knowing how early in your literature the pewter tin coins 
of this type are mentioned. I would be very grateful for 
any information which you could send me on this subject. 

Agalh, many thanks for your cooperation and friendliness. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


TheAmerican^J1um]SM^^ 

Broadway BETWEEN 155^"-AND-iseT^ STS 
New York-32,N.Y. 


SEPTEMBER 6, 1955 


Dear Mr. Newman 

On behalf of The American Numismatic 
Society, I beg to acknowledge receipt of your 
recent gift of 

FIRST DOCUl^MARY EVIDENCE.... 
BY E.P,Newman 


May I express to you our hearty appreciation 
of the interest you have shown in the growth of 
our collections. 


Yours respectfully, 


President 

Mr, Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 


September 9 , 19^5 


Hr* Elmer Nolsoa 
27h$ r?orth ^7th Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Deer Mr. Nelson: 

On© of the men who was at the convention indi¬ 
cated that you had on display a l/2lth real 
pewter token and for statistical purposes I 
would like to know what variety it Ic. 

I am sending you a copy of my recent work on 
the subject and would appreciate hearing from 
you with respect to it. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC t. NEWMAN 




CLay 4851 


j INCORPORATED 

'Every Tking For Tte Stamp & Coin Collector* 
300 West Main Street 
LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY 



September 9, 1955 


Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Your letter of August 22 asking about the 1/24 Real Restrikes 
intrigued me no end. 

I have spent the better part of 8 days, to the tune of about 
tiYO hours a night at home, ransacking my library and cartons 
of old catalogs. All, thus far, to no avail. 

Your article in The Nundsmatist was highly interesting and 
I enjoyed reading it. As a matter of fact, the article 
stimulated a little thinking before your letter arrived. 

Linclon and Son, as you know, restruck, or had restruck, other 
pieces as well. Most notable is the Copper Company of Upper 
Canada token. In fact, I turned up a card issued by them in 
1880's advertising the pieces for sale. I remember giving 
the card (also reprinted in one of the very early Numismatists) 
to John Ford several years ago. Have you written to him yet 
regarding the Florida pieces? 

Why more than one pair of dies may possibly have been used on 
the restrikes, I do not pretend to know. You must bear in 
mind that the Janvier reducing machine was well developed in 
t hat period and, with little difficulty, an original slapped 
on the machine in order to reproduce either a die or hub. 

The dots, or lack thereof, are a function of the collar only. 

It is also a simple matter to take the reproduced die and touch 
it up via hand-engraving, thus creating varieties. 



CLay 4851 


1 INCORPORATED 

"Every Tking For TLe Stamp & Coin Collector" 

300 West Main Street 
LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY 
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Mr. Eric P. New nan 
St. Louis Mssouri 





Ny seven years at the ANS afforded me a treasury of literature, 
mostly uncataloged as I had a predilection for old fixed-price 
lists, circulars, and like material which the average researcher 
holdsin contempt. If I were back at the ANS now, and this is 

hint to you should you have the time to do so I would go 

through all the U.S. and English loose dealer lists; certainly 
all the ads in publications; and even the little odds and ends 
inserted in periodicals such as the AJN, Numismatist and others. 
Unfortunately, my own library is meagre by comparison. Another 

thought-have you carefully checked Hocking on the existing 

dies in the B.M^ I do not have a copy myself. At any rate, 
Lincoln is our boy and a rough guess (very rough)is that 
f inches & Son did the restriking proper. I think they are still 
in business. I would also write The Jlnt, Birmingham, although 
previous correspondence with them produced little help other 
than their foreign issues. 


Please excuse the following brainstorm: Your mention of Port 
Royal immediately produced a psychoanalytical thought association 
with Part Real. Perhaps this Dick Tracy approach may prove 
fruitful. 


I don't believe I would be able to^add anything by personal 
inspection of your pieces; you did rather excellent job yourself. 






I've a favor to ask of you, >£r. Newman. At the Omaha convention 
I purchased a Missouri Union Military Bond, similar to the 
Confederate Mssouri Defense Bond. It is of $1.00 value, printed 
by the American Bank Note Co., and obviously relates to the Union 
and is dated 1863. James Curtc tells me he has a set of 2 or 3 
values. Nhat do you know of this issue. 


j^. 








I enclose photos of the ANS specimens of the pewter pieces, if 
you can use them. 

Trusting that we may meet soon--I yearn to see part of your 
collection-, I remain 



Cordially, 

Richard D. 


Kenney 







Lincoln 5, Nebraska 
3ept. 14, 1955 


Dear I-.Ir. Newman* 


I am verj pleased to you what information 

possible on the specimen of the Florida token 
that I have in my collection. 

Using your numbers, ny coin can be listed 
as follows: 



Obverse- #5 


Reverse- " 


This I notice is a different diecombination 
than v/liat 7 'ou have listed. The condition of 
this coins is such that I had trouble detecting 
the key marks for classifing the reverse side. 
There are 7 strings in harp. Large fleurs-de- 
lis and lions, lines of lion’s heads rise to 
left, right fleur higher than left fleur. 

The obverse identiflocation is positIvel^r the ^ 
number 5. I have checked and rechecked this 
against your information on three different 
occasions and I arrive at the same conclusion 


each time 


I am vei’y pleased to help out in youn research 
and if I’ou need anymore information on this or 
any other colonial coins that I ma^r have p].ease 
feel free to call on me, 

I do not have a very extensive collection 
(only 47 coins) in the Colonials, but the 
big 2 ®st majority are in nice condition. 

I had the intention of writing you before 
I recieved your letter, but I delayed writing 
as I was doing quite a bit of v/ork on the 
AITA convention in Omaha. 

Sincerely: 

Elmer G, Nelson 
312G Shirley Court 
Lincoln 5, Nebraska 


P.S. Please note new address 


September 21, 1955 


Mr. Richard Kennay 
Jamos, Incorporated 
300 West Main Street 
Louisville 2, Kentucky 

Dear Mr, Kenney: 

I am 3orx*y I put you to all the work you did on the plantation 
tokens and I thank you for your complimentary remarks on the 
research I did. You turned up son® information for me which 
may be helpful and I would appreciate it if you could give me 
the addr3ss of Pinches & Son who apparently did the restrik¬ 
ing for Lincoln, 

The various dies are completely different in punching and are 
not retouched or reproduced by any producing machine, I have 
consulted John Ford and a number of others but they cannot 
help me. I have checked A.N.S. library for Lincoln pamphlets. 
The dies arc not listed in Hocking and they are not in the 
British Mint, where I was this summer to chock further. I am, 
frankly, bewildered as to why several dies would be used for 
the restriking except perhaps that one die broke, ierhaps 
there wore only two reverse dies and two obverse dies used in 
restriking. In any event,let mo hear from you and I will 
write Pinches & Son and see what they know. 

You asked about the Missouri Union Military bond. These came 
in $1, I3, 15 and $10,00 denominations and were redeemed to 
a great extent. They are, as you indicated, the issues by the 
Union Army of Missouri, They are scarce, I only have a $1 
and a $10 in my collection of the I863 date and a #1 of the 
1865 date. 

Tour yearning to see part of my collection should bo satis¬ 
fied and I look forward to meeting you whenever you have the 
opportunity. It is always a pleasure for me to show to those 
who appreciate coins some of the items which I have, I also 
like to be intrigued by pussling numismatic questions of idiich 
we all have a large stock. 


Sincerely yours. 


EFN/atb 


September 23> 


Hr. W, Q. Arnold 

lilO South Virginia Avenue 

Belleville, Illinois 

Dear Hr. Arnold: 

Dick Johnson reported to me you did not feel 
the condition of the l/2hth real X sent you 
was as nice as the one you had and I presume 
you are referring to the fact that the one 
I sent was slightly off center* I have since 
gotten another one and would be glad to give 
it to you at the first opportunity. 

Would you let me know your wishes. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC F . NEWMAN 


E?N/atb 


Soptoaber 29 $ 1955 


Mr, Klston 0. BradJfield,Sditor 
The Nuraiamatiat 
P. 0. Box 3191 
Chicago Illinoia 

Dear Mr, Bradfield; 

When you published my article in the July Numis¬ 
matist entitled “The First Documentary Evidence 
on the American Colonial Pewter l/2hth Real” 
you had cuts made and I am wondering whether 
these cuts are thrown away or whether I can 
keep them for further niunismatic use. 

What is your practice in that regard? 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


CLay 4851 


1 INCORPORATED 

"Every Tlting For Tlie Stamp & Coin Colleclor" 

300 West Main Street 
LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY 



September 30, 1955 


. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

In glancing through some miscellaneous notes the 
other day, T came across the following information 
relative to our friend Lincoln, albeit no reference 
to the Florida pieces: 

From the Stamp & Coin Journal, July 1886, page 10. 

” Restrikes of this medal (Libertas Americana ) may 
be recognized by a small break in the obverse die 
above the figure 4. Lincoln, of London, is said to 
own the dies, and to have struck the medal in silver.” 

I also have a note stating that Lincoln died in 
1885 or 1886. 

i-assing it on to you for what it’s worth. 

Cordially, 

JAMES, INCORPORATED 

Richard D. Kenney 




ROE/jw 
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THE NUMISMATIST 


official Magazine of tke 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editc 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


October 1,1955 


y.r, Erie P* Newman 
Edison Bros. Stores, Inc. 
1|.00 '^shin^ton Ave. 

St. Louis, J^o. 


Dear Mr. Neman: 


Referring to your letter of Sept. 29 


and your request for the cuts used to illustrate your 
article "The Birst Donumenta^y Evidence on the American 
Colonial Pewter l/2l;th Real, you are welcome to them 
if they are still available. I shall advise Mr. VirDen 
Mayo, V^ce President of McCormick-Armstrong Co., l^Oq 
E. Douglas, Wichita, Kans., of your interest in these 
cuts and ask him to have them forwarded to you if he still 
has them. McCormick-Armstrong Co, is our printer and Mr. 
Mayo has charge of our account. 


Sincerely yours 




October h, 19SS 


American Knmismatic Society 
Broadway between l^^th and 156th 
Mew York 32, Mew York 
Gentlemen: 

Do you have in your library the *»History of 
Currency in the British Colonies from the 
Earliest Times to the Present Day", written 
by Robert Chalmers and published in 1893 in 
England? If so, I would appreciate it if 
you could send it to me and I will be glad 
to send it back very promptly as well as 
repay you for the postage* 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P* NEWMAN 


BPN/atb 


October 6, 19$$ 


John Pinches, Ltd, 

21, Albert Embankment 
London, S, B, 11, England 

Oentle men* 

I have just completed the writing of an article on the 
subject of the James II l/2lith real in pewter which was 
made for the American plantations by private interests 
without authority from but with tacit consent of James 

II and his Treasury Department, These coins have on 
the obverse an equestrian figure of James II and the 
following text "lACOVDS II D.Q, MAG, BRI, FRAN, ET. 

HIB, REX,"with some variations and on the reverse 

is a shield having the lions of England and Scotland, 
the fleur-de-lis of France and the harp of Ireland 
with the teat* «VAL. 2h PART REAL HISPAN," These 
coins were restruck in the latter part of the 19th 
century from the original dies and I believe that 
your firm did that work. 

In stud 3 dng the coins I have found 6 separate obverses 
and 6 separate reverses and I have also found it ex¬ 
tremely difficult to determine which are the originals 
and which are the re strikes. 

My interest is purely numismatic and I would very much 
appreciate your cooperation in giving me any inform¬ 
ation you can with respect to when you restruck them, 
whether you still have the dies or know where they are, 
how many dies were used for the restriking, how many 
re strikes were made in pewter, how many were made in 
copper. Do you still have examples of those you re¬ 
struck? Of course, I do not expect you, at this time, 
to be able to answer allof the foregoing questions but 
if you can give me any information on any of them 
I will forward to you a copy of my article which lists 
all the die varieties I know. The coins themselves 
have never been particularly valuable either before 
or after your re striking but are unusually interesting 
as being the only English token made with a Spanish 
denomination for the new world, 

I was in London this summer and did not, at that time, 
realize you had probably participated in the re strik¬ 
ing, The restrikings were sold through the Lincoln 
firm of numismatists, of London, 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

1*00 Washington Avenue 

St, Louis 2, Missouri 

U,S.A. 


EPN/atb 


October 11, 19 $$ 


Mr. Richard Kenney 
James, Incorporated 
300 West Main Street 
Louisville 2, Kentucky 

Soar Dick: 

I have found the address of Pinches and have written them. 

I have almost come to the conclusion that ti^e only re strikes 
of the plantation piece are li-D, U-E and 5-D* I have almost 
come to another conclusion which I will write up, namely, that 
these pieces are referred to as ”black doggs”. See Crosby, 
page 203 . In spite of all the trash written on what «black dogg" 
means. It came from the Scotch billon coin called the ”plack" 
which had a rampant lion. The rampant lions, of course, were 
always called “doggs" on the large and small pieces* From 
then on, the words ”black dogg” were applied to practically 
every bill and coin* I cannot find any other coin which cir¬ 
culated in America from the end of the Seventeenth Century 
through the first quarter of the Eighteenth Century except 
these pewter pieces* I will write this up as soon as I assemble 
all of my research. 

Please send me the Ninth Edition of the "Yeoman”. 

A friend of mine here has an item wiiich your firm might be 
very interested in. It is a rubber stamp which contains the 
date, the denomination, the condition, mint mark, series, 
and other information about a coin which can be wet and stamped 
on envelopes to avoid typewriting or other writing. In other 
words, it is like a data stamp but is very flexible. He had 
one or two made up and if this has commercial possibilities 
I will ask him to send you one for examination. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 

be I Hr. Sid Levinson 



MEDALLISTS ; ENGRAVERS : SILVERSMITHS 
DIESINKERS: COMPANY SEALS 8 PRESSES 


21,ALBERT EMBANKMENT, LON DON, S. E. 11 


TELEPHONE RELIANCE 1955 


TELEGRAMS SPORTROPHY, LAMB, LONDON 
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PLEASE QUOTE 




Mr. Eric P. Kewman, Secy. 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc 
St. Louis Mo. 


Dec. ih, 1955 


Dear Mr. L'ewman: 

Just recently a friend of mine showed me a 
booklet entitled, ’’First Documentary Evi¬ 
dence on the American Colonial Pewter l/24 
Real Piece. 

I have in my possession a similar piece 
with the turned 24 and was indeed glad to 
be informed of some of it’s history. Un to 
now, there wasn’t any information about it. 

I note from the article that on August 13th. 
this coin was submitted to the Mint for an 
OK. Viould you say that the Mint officers 
were actually authorized to coin this money 
if it met with their approval. Please note 
that there was a time element of four months 
from the date of the letter to time James II 
fled in December of 1688. Would you take it 
for granted that, as a great number are found 
in all degrees of condition that authority 
was given the Mint to go thru with coinage, 
or do you supjose that these coins were pre¬ 
pared in advance of such an OK, and were 
relea sed, somet ime after the king fled, by 
other tmf authorative means. 


(over please) 



I would appreciate any information you may 
have on this subject. Also, would you please 
send me a copy of the pamphlet on this subject 
if you have an extra one. I have found this 
a very welcome source of information coi^cern- 
ing this curious piece of money. Up to now. 
this piece is a question marie. Incidently, 
rpy friend is Hr. Richard Picxer and you have 
probably heard of him. 

Again I wish to thank you for any information 
you may have on the subject and please send 
me a copy of the booklet and the price of such 

Sincerely 

W. J. Wild 

24 Polhemus Place 

Brooklyn 15, h’.Y 



RETURN ADDRESS 


7T-. tJ .—- 

24 Polhemas Place 
- E^xxicl^ji la N.Y-a. 



Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secy. 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
St. Loaia, Mo, 









December 20 , 1955 


Mr. W. J. Wild 
2h Polhemus Place 
Brooklyn 15> New York 


Dear Mr, Wild: 


I was glad to receive your letter of December l^th relative 
to the plantation l/2Uth real, I have never been able to find 
any further information on the authorizatioh for the coin and 
merely assume that the politicians approved the use of the 
Mint for this coinage as they did for others who received 
coin patents on behalf of the government, I 
political situation was confused to such an extent that the 
letter was merely a justification for the coinage on the 
basis that if it were put in the negative rather than as a 
request, they could proceed because the King probably would 
not act on the matter either way. 


I have now concluded that the restrikes included U-E, U-B 
and $-D, With respect to the sidewise I, which you have, toe 
picture of the obverse shown in my article does not go with 
the reverse. This was a raixup in the printing. 


There are a few laws objecting to the use of pewter coins 
in American but those, apparently, are directed apinst the 
Regal halfpence and farthings and donot mention the Ppp 
tation pieces, specifically, I was so delighted to 
the information in the article that I will let fellows 1-ke 
yourself dig up some more facts. 


I am working on a number of research projects now as to 
other coins about which little or nothing is known. 


I am enclosing a copy of the pamphlet, as you requested, 
and hope you enjoy it. 


I am always glad to hear from you. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Richard d. kenney 

3204 Radiance Road 
Louisville 5 , Kentucky 
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September 13>1956 


:\r, Richard D* Kenney 
320ii Radiance Road 
Louisville 5> Kentucky 

Dear Kr. Penney; 

Your letters are always welcome, even if written at 5 A, H, 
Congratulations on your new baby boy who will, no doubt, become 
a coin collectorl 

Unfortunately, I do not have a duplicate of a plantation fartli- 
ing at the present time, Baldwin has a few in very good to fine 
condition but they show corrosive deterioration. If you want 
one they could send it to you by air mail, fne prices they ask 
are quite reasonable on this item and you can mention my name 
if you wish. 

You ask whether I had uncovered any new evidence on these items 
and I am pleased to tell you that I have had a chemical analysis 
of one of the original pieces and it turns out to be 97-1/2$ 
pure tin with no other metal in noticeable quantity, Tlie other 
2-1/2$ is nonmetallic. The next thing I will do is have an 
analysis made of t'-' restrikes and I hope they are pewter or 
britannia metal or have some impurity, 

I am doing a little research on the Good Samaritan shilling 
along with about five other subjects and wonder whether you 
have any additional information on the Good Samaritan which I 
may not have. I would appreciate your comments, regardless. 

The supplement to the Bushnell catalogue has considerable data 
and Crosby has some. If there is any other you know of I will 
be grateful. 

Best wishes. 


Sincerely yours. 


EiN/atb 


January 21, 19^7 


Kr.R.H^M.Dolley 

Department of Coins and Medals 

British Museum 

London W, C. 1, England 

Dear Mr, Dolley: 

Your nice letter of January 16, 19^7 arrived and, 
strangely enough, I was on the verge of writing to 
you in any event. 

On October 22, 19^6, I wrote to the attention of Dr, 

Kent requesting a cast of the Good Samaritan shilling 
and the James II tin l/2iith real pieces which I marked 
2-B and 6-F, I have never heard from him and wonder 
if it would be possible for you to arrange to have 
these casts made, I would like to use them to make 
photographs for publication. 

When we talked over the Good Samaritan problem I did 
not realize that you were formerly at the National 
Maritime Museum at Greenwich, Apparently that is where 
the papers should be of the ^Commissioners for Sick and 
Wounded Seamen and Prisoners of War”, 

I now have rather substantial evidence that the American 
specimen of the Good Samaritan shilling did not appear 
prior to 18^8 and, no doubt, arose by virtue of the publi¬ 
city in connection with the Pembroke sale of l8i;8, lir, 
Wyatt, of New York, was counterfeiting other New England 
silver money at the time and probably could not resist 
making an original of an item of which he knew the exist- 
ance through a picture of a facsimile. One of the give¬ 
aways is that on the obverse the legend is spaced so 
poorly that four dots are used to fill in the space. 

This, of course, he copied from the Pembroke plate which 
had a group of dots to fill in for parts of the coin which 
were lacking, Folkes at least spread the legend around 
the entire coin and eliminated the dots. It will be one 
fantastic hoax worthy of being exposed. 

Even though we are in different fields I do appreciate 
your cooperation and I only wish I knew enough to be 
able to appreciate your work more fully. 

If you have nothing better to do you can read my mono¬ 
graph on “Coinage for Colonial Virginia” which ought 
to be at the museum by now. 

My kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


EFtIC P. NEMAN 
iiOO WashingtonAvenue 

EPN/atb St,Louis 2, Missouri, U.S.A, 


GOULSTON & STORRS 


LEOPOLD M GOULSTON (1879-1954) 
HERBERT B EHRMANN 
SAMUEL MARKELL 
DAVID H.GREENBERG 


COUNSELLORS AT LAW 


50 FEDERAL STREET 


FIFTH FLOOR 

TELEPHONE LIBERTY 2-9649 


LOUIS W BLACK 
THOMAS KAPLAN 
MARVIN SPARROW 
PHILLIP J. NEXON 
EDWARD L.LaVINE 


Mau 23, 1957 


BOSTON lO 


Eric P. Newman, Esq, 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

4-00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I got a chance the other night to read 
your treatise on l/2^th REAL. 

Frankly, I am enthralled by such matters. 
Knowing you, as I do, as a very able lawyer and 
executive, I just can't imagine the genuine interest 
which you have in such matters. The aforementioned 
document indicates that you received a real thrill 
out of the discovery, and I get a big kick out of it, 

I am serious when I say that I would like 
more of the same. 


Cordially yours, 
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The background of this token has long been obscure, but a 
hitherto unknown English letter provides the author with a plau¬ 
sible conclusion. 

FIRST DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 
ON THE 

AMERICAN COLONIAL PEWTER 1/24TH REAL 

By Eric P. Newman, A.N.A. No. 4624 


T he excitement of opening 
the door to the history of an 
early American coin is one of 
the real satisfactions which can 
come to a collector. I have been 
fortunate to locate what appears to 
be the first historic information 
with respect to the l/24th real token 
issued during the reign of James II 
of England. Up to the present the 
origin, date of issue and intended 
use have been matters of supposi¬ 
tion and the coins themselves were 
the only basis for speculative con¬ 
clusions. Crosby (p. 348) merely 
mentions the coin without even 
describing or picturing it. Modern 
coin catalogs list it under Florida, 
but speculate about its attribution. 

Tin as a basis for English coinage 
was proposed about 1679 because its 
market price had fallen abruptly. 
Due to political pressure from the 
tin miners of Cornwall and Devon 
as well as the Crown’s need for 
revenue from operations of the tin 
mining industry, English tin far¬ 
things with a square copper plug 
were coined under the authority of 
Charles II in 1684 instead of copper. 
Halfpence and farthings dated 1685, 
1686 and 1687 were coined during 
the reign of James II with the same 
composition. After James H fled in 
December, 1688, during the Glorious 


Eric P. Newman, secretary of 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., St. 
Louis, Mo., has collected Ameri¬ 
can coins, tokens and paper 
money of all types for 33 years. 
He is the author of a number of 
numismatic articles for various 
publications. 


Revolution, English tin coinage was 
resumed under William and Mary 
in 1690. 

In the Out-Letter Book of the 
Treasury, Tome 27/11, page 424, the 
following copy of a letter written 
on August 13, 1688, at Windsor 
Castle by Henry Guy, Secretary to 
James II, is preserved: 

Officers of the Mint 

Gentlemen 

By order of the Lord’s Commission¬ 
ers of his Majesty’s Treasury I send 
you the enclosed letter from Mr. Holt 
on behalf of the Tynn ffarmers with a 
Modell of the New ffarthings intended 
to be Coyned. Their Lordships direct 
you to Certify them if you have any 
objection to what is therein desired. 

1 am etc H. Guy 13th August 1688, 

London 27th July 1688 

My Lord 

The ffarthings which Wee intreat 
your Lordship to present for his Maj¬ 
esty’s approbacon is made after the 
rate of 10 d p 1 (10 pence per lb.) and 

2 d p 1 (2 pence per lb.) for the Coyn- 
age of them. The Inscription on the 
Revers, Vis: vail 24. part Riall Hispan. 
is because the said Coynes are in¬ 
tended to pass in his Majesty’s Plan- 
tacons & such parts of his Dominions 
where they only take Spanish money 
& value all coynes by that Measure, 
Soe that without that Inscription those 
people will not take them. 

And a Ryall being 6d Sterling in 
value it’s alsoe convenient for his Maj¬ 
esty’s Europian Dominions. And we 
entreat your Lordship to obtaine his 
Majesty’s approbacon soe as Wee may 
proceed on the Coynage of them pur¬ 
suant to the Groat charge we have 
been at to procure the Modell. Your 
Lordship’s most humble servant, Rich¬ 
ard Holt, for self and company. 

The date of the coin should there¬ 
fore be designated as 1688. The 
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document shows that the coins were 
struck by a private company operat¬ 
ing in London, apparently using the 
facilities of the royal mint, since 
the charges for dies and coinage 
conform to those customarily made 
by the mint to other franchise 
holders. 

In ascertaining the meaning of 
the word “plantacons” it must be 
noted that all English colonies in 
America and elsewhere were re¬ 
ferred to in England as plantations 
regardless of the nature of their 
agricultural operations. When we 
find that the colonies then held by 
England in the eastern hemisphere 
did not customarily circulate or 


nated almost all English coin from 
circulation in the colonies. Money 
of account in English denominations 
was used primarily in adjusting 
local barter transactions but in 
commercial trade Spanish colonial 
pieces of eight reals were the bases 
of values and calculations. After 
the end of its own mint operations 
in 1682 Massachusetts Bay estab¬ 
lished the piece of eight as current 
money of New England (Crosby p. 
85) and because of its short weight 
its own silver was being valued on 
Spanish standards. In Virginia, 
beginning in 1645, the Spanish piece 
of eight was designated by law as 
the standard of currency. Similar 



Obv. Head under G; HB for Ireland. Rev. Seven strings in harp; small 
fleurs-de-lis and lions. (Enlarged to I'z diameters.) 


base their values on Spanish money 
we must conclude that the Ameri¬ 
can plantations are being referred 
to. The English plantations in 
America at that time included 
Newfoundland, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island and Providence Plan¬ 
tations, Connecticut, New York, 
East and West Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Carolina, Bermuda, Ja¬ 
maica, Barbados and a group of 
smaller islands in the West Indies. 
Florida, not then being English, was 
definitely not included in the area 
for intended circulation. Whether 
part of America was intended re¬ 
quires an analysis of the monetary 
conditions then existing. 

In the 17th century the balance 
of trade in favor of England elimi- 


economic practices existed in other 
English colonies in North America 
because no supply of other accept¬ 
able currency was available and no 
colonial paper money had as yet 
been issued. With respect to small 
coin the North American colonies 
were in 1688 refusing to accept Eng¬ 
lish and Irish token money because 
of its lack of intrinsic value. 

In those British West Indies 
which were originally settled by the 
English, such as Barbados, the use 
of the piece of eight was standard 
even though there was an English 
money of account. In Jamaica, 
which was taken from the Spanish 
by the English in 1655, monetary 
practices by 1688 were similar to 
those of the other nearby English 



possessions, disrupted to some ex¬ 
tent by an oversupply of Spanish 
coin seized by privateers openly 
operating out of Port Royal. It can 
therefore be said that all English 
plantations in America were then 
accepting only Spanish coin and 
money valued in Spanish coin. 

This is further confirmed by an 
important omission in the foregoing 
letter. If the l/24th real pieces had 
been intended only for the British 
West Indies possessions and not the 
continental dominions, then the ref¬ 
erence to the convenience of use in 
the European dominions would have 
certainly included continental do¬ 
minions in North America as the 
latter were constantly pleading for 
relief from lack of small change of 
honest value and were known to be 
currently using far more Spanish 
colonial coin than any other. 

With respect to monetary regu¬ 
lations for the colonies in America, 
we find that the subsequent 1704 
proclamation of Queen Anne 
(Crosby p.ll7) and its enactment 
into law in 1707 attempted to keep 
English money of account from be¬ 
ing degraded principally by Spanish 
colonial coin in all English colonies 
in America. Likewise the Rosa 
Americana coinage franchise of 
1722 applied to all “islands, domin¬ 
ions and territories in America.” 

The reference to the l/24th real 
as a farthing is deceptive because 
the coins are the same weight and 
almost the same diameter as the 
English halfpenny of James II. In 
order to enable these pewter pieces 
to circulate for a farthing in money 
of account it was necessary that 
their weight be far in excess of that 
used for English coin. The piece of 
eight was worth much more than 
four shillings in America as the six 
pence per real value set forth in 
the letter was not realistic. The 
size of the pewter piece, therefore, 
was to endeavor to have it pass for 
l/24th real. 

No evidence has come to my at¬ 
tention as yet as to where and to 
what extent there may have been 
circulation of the American planta¬ 
tion l/24th real. Now that we know 
what they are other facts as to 
their use are bound to come to light. 


Specimens of the American plan¬ 
tation coinage vary in weight from 
120 to 150 grains and are therefore 
below the specified weight of 175 
grains as was a customary practice 
of coiners motivated by profit. The 
metallic composition of the coins is 
principally tin with various amounts 
of lead in the mixture. The pres¬ 
ence of lead can be noted from the 
natural lead carbonate disintegra¬ 
tion on the surface of some speci¬ 
mens. These tokens therefore 
should be referred to as being made 
of pewter rather than tin. 

I have found six different obverse 
dies and six-fiifferent reverse dies. 
One obverse has Ireland in the 
legend abbreviated as HB while the 
others have HIB. The position of 
the king’s head and the horse’s 
lower front hoof vary with respect 
to the lettering in the legend. One 
obverse has a severe die crack 
through and under the lettering on 
the right side. 

On the reverse I have found vari¬ 
ations in the size and position of 
the fleurs-de-lis, in the size and po¬ 
sition of the three lions in the 
emblem of England and in'the num¬ 
ber of harp strings (e^"^,‘“8~or-ll». 
On one reverse the 4 of 24 is turned 
90° to the right (see illustration). 

I welcome the opportunity to ex¬ 
amine additional specimens so that 
I may amplify the table of die va¬ 
rieties and combinations at the end 
of the text. 

About the time of the 200th anni¬ 
versary of the reign of James II 
specimens of the American planta¬ 
tion l/24th real appeared in Eng¬ 
land and were distributed by W. S. 
Lincoln & Son, numismatic dealers. 
These seem to be restrikes from 
the original dies rather than from 
a well preserved hoard. Even the 
edge milling of 89 to 92 raised dots 
was rolled onto the edge of the 
planchets with the same forms be¬ 
fore striking. The restrikes are 
sharply struck whereas many of 
the originals are not. The restrikes 
have a smooth background and 
show no lead carbonization whereas 
the originals often have a granu¬ 
lated and crystallized surface and 
often show lead carbonization. Most 
originals have turned gray in some 
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parts from natural surface corro¬ 
sion, but the restrikes retain a uni¬ 
form bright appearance. The re¬ 
strikes seem to be made of 
Britannia metal which is generally 
similar to pewter. 

The specific gravity and weight 
of originals and restrikes are gen¬ 
erally the same. I have, however, 
found only two pairs of dies which 
appear to have been used in the 
suspected coins. 4-E and 5-D, The 
4-E die combination weighing 149.6 
grains is also found struck in cop¬ 
per with a sharp plain edge and 
this seems to be too well struck to 
be an original. I hav^e not as yet 
found any satisfactory means other 
than the appearance of the surface 
to distinguish the original pewter 
pieces in choice conditions from the 
apparent rcstrike". A chemical or 


spectrographic study of the content 
requires a destruction of the coin 
itself. A spectrographic study based 
upon X-ray fiuorescence from a tiny 
point on the surface is not reliable 
where the metal mixture varies in 
different places on a coin because 
of the crude smelting and alloying 
of pewter during the early period. 
There are also casts and electro¬ 
types which lack the proper edge 
design and are thus readily dis¬ 
tinguishable. 

The quoted text from the Treas¬ 
ury Out-Letter Book which gave 
rise to this study is one of the 
most welcome and surprising numis¬ 
matic excerpts from the English 
records relating to colonial America. 
The writer is grateful to Leonard 
S. Forrer for his assistance in help¬ 
ing to locate it. 


TABLE OF DIE VARIETIES 

Obv. ^ With 

• Rev. 

1 Head directly under G. HB instead of HIB. Hoof ends under A 
center of right base of X. 

2 Head directly under G andj^Jleaf touches G. No period after X; B 

Hoof ends under right end of base of E. ~ 

3 Head centered under space between G and B favoring G. Right” C 

I- base of N high. Hoof ends under right side of right base of X. 

4 Head centered under space between G and B favoring B. F in D 

FRAN higher than preceding I. Hoof ends under space slightly E 
right of base of X. 

5 Head centered under space between G and B favoring B. D G D 
widely separated. Hoof ends under right side of right base of X. 

Die break connecting AN and HI. 4 

6 Head centered under space between G and B favoring G.^econd F 



Obv. Head under space between G and B; HIB for Ireland. Rev. Side- 
wise 4;-tt.jstrings in harp; large fleurs-de-lis and lions. (Enlarged to I', 
dianieter.s.) 
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•cflu)U«, t<*AA. 4- i • 

I of II higher and thicker than firs4. Hoof ends under left base 
of X. 

With 

R^,v. .. ^ Obv. 

A ■" 6 strings in harp. Large fleurs-de-lis and lions. Head of lowest 1 

lion left of heads of other two. 

B 7 strings in harp. Large fleurs-de-lis and lions. Line of lions’ 2 

heads rises to left. Right fleur higher than left fleur. 

C 8 strings in harp with diagonal string between third and fourth. 3 

Sidewise 4 in 24. Right fleur is high. ^ - *4 . 

D 11 strings in harp. Small fleurs-de-dis and lions. Right fleur 4 

slightly lower than left fleur. Lions’ heads in vertical line. 5 

E 7 strings in harp with top three close. Small fleurs-de-lis. High- 4 

est lion distant from and left of other two. 

F strings in harp. Large fleurs-de-lis and lions. Lowest lion’s 6 

head right of heads of other two. Crown over harp tilts left. J 
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